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How does questioning begin’:’

Teacher: Lorraine San&s, November 2005

We wonder about this. What is it that sets
our babies on this curious Patn of
discovery and how can we be suPPortive
resources? For some time now we’ve been
tninking of babies in the same way as our
toddlers and young children - as
researchers — learners who make
discoveries about the world tnrougn

investigation.

So with this view of the infant researcher in my head, over several months now 've been
watcning Ruby ciose|9 and I think she gives us a clue. As with all our very young babies we
give them a sate, interesting Place to stretch and move as tn_eg choose at the end of our
infant room. There are a range of textures to explore and, at this very beginning, it
Provicles acosy Place for tamilg and child to getto know their new setting, ...Something
naPPens here. As | watched Rubg’s sense of belonging cleePening~ establishing that this
was an interesting, ok Place to be — she started to explore. Now, my view wasn’t from a
Key Teacher’s PersPective as I'm not in that Privilegecl Position, onlg as a teacher on the
tringe, so to sPeak, as | interacted with older children, teachers and families nearbg. But
Rubg’s activities have been hard not to notice. In retrospect, | think she’s been Planning

her escaPe!!

Isn’t itjust as well we give her Plenty of space and time to choose where and when she
wants to move? And out those doors at the end was the goall | began to see her sitting
outside the infant doors watcning the pace of life around her and working those Pngsical
muscles to get enougn Persistent traction to get up the ramp and into the toddler Plag

space inside. The perseverance was notewortny. Does an Olgmpic athlete train as hard?

The first time | saw her actua||9 make it inside, the look of satisfaction was ecstatic. Her
whole bodg seemed to quiver with excitement and her face lit up with that ‘Rubg smile’ that
you both know and love so well. She’d seemed to bg—Pass our new natural infant garclen,
of such interest to many others, in favour of that long hall ciirectlg up the ramp and inside.
How does this naPPen? Such focus and determination for a pre-set goal te) earlg! I
wonder what this mignt mean for Rubg, as she grows and builds on this ‘ciisPosition of
Persistence’
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and turns her considerable focus towards other Iearning goals. I knew on that first dag that sh_e
knew she’d achieved a worthg goal - her whole bociy language convegeci this without me having to
double guess and if 1 needed any further ProoF it was the way she exPloreci in that sPot,just bg
the low iibrarg books and block si’:elves, fora very long time. Althougi‘i activity occurred around
her and she watched and iistenecl, she actua”g stageci quite stationary for all the time she was
there,just moving a little to reach blocks or books.

We often see her make ti'iisjourney now and more recentiy Rubg has turned her attention to
‘direct ascent’, no longer content with the graciual slope ofa ramp. | came into the toddler area on
Wednesdag to see the back view of a little head lined up on the long, wide stair with a group of
interested toddlers. These stairs had been made made especiallg as a response to our toddlers
who were dragging angthing tney could to climb on so ti‘iey could look out of the window at the
arrivals in the car Par|<. The head i‘leigi'its were relatively even on the stair till the end as Rubg
came up to the last child’s shoulder. | gota real surPrise and my first thoug]'it was ‘who is that?”
What an ‘extreme sport’ was my initial reaction!

I didrt feel quite so comfortable about that little risk-taking venture so | moved closerjust in case
she toPPIeci. What a foolish fear! She’d been Practicing this for weeks and knewjust where she
was in space and time and the other children were also Practiced in stanciing there without

bumDing CaCi‘l other too, so a” was WC”.

What learning was iiaPPening here?

she certain19 described to me with her bocig
ianguage that a sPecial goai had been achieved.
Had we been listening to her cluestions’:’
I think magbe we were because we have built a
setting that suPPorts curious endeavour and

e have a ri’iythm to the d89 that gives infants
ime to sort out what tiiey want to exPlore.
Teaci‘ner/ child ratios are a |<e9 as[:)ect to
ensuring saretg, cou[:)leci with responsive
eachers but I think most esPecia”9 our view of
‘the infant’ as a conicicient, caPabie learner
allows for children’s diverse interests to be
suPPorteci. Jo tells me that Ruby has started to
climb the outside stel:)s. She seems to be
constantlg setting goals. I wonder where this

natural 9earning for exploration will take her.






